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purpose of providing a forum for Sen-
ators and staff to focus on national and
international hunger and food insecu-
rity issues. Today we have 37 Members
dedicated to this cause. I have stated
repeatedly that the battle against hun-
ger can’t be won in a matter of months
or even a few years, but it is a victory
that we can certainly claim if we con-
tinue to make the issue a top priority.

It is truly astounding that 34 million
of our fellow citizens go hungry or are
living on the edge of hunger each and
every day. In my home State of North
Carolina, nearly 1 million of—our 8.6
million residents are dealing with hun-
ger. Our state has faced significant eco-
nomic hardship over the last few years,
as once-thriving towns have been hit
hard by the closing of textile mills and
furniture factories. I know this story is
not unlike so many others across the
Nation. While many who have lost
manufacturing jobs have been fortu-
nate to find new employment in the
changing climate of today’s workforce,
unfortunately having a steady income
these days doesn’t always guarantee a
family three square meals a day.

Our Nation is blessed to have many
faith-based and other nonprofit service
organizations that seek to address this
need. Feeding the hungry is their mis-
sion field—groups such as the Society
of St. Andrew, the only comprehensive
program in North Carolina that gleans
available produce from farms, and then
packages, processes and transports ex-
cess food to feed the hungry. In 2005,
the Society gleaned nearly 7.2 million
pounds of food—or 21.5 million
servings—just in North Carolina.
Amazingly, it only costs about 2 cents
a serving to glean and deliver this food
to those in need. And all of this work is
done by the hands of 13,000 volunteers
and a tiny staff.

The Society of St. Andrew has oper-
ations in 21 other States, and just last
year, the organization saved 29.5 mil-
lion pounds of fresh, nutritious produce
and delivered 88.6 million servings to
hungry families in the 48 contiguous
States.

We should be utilizing the practice of
gleaning much more extensively
today—considering that 96 billion
pounds of good food—including that at
the farm and retail level—is left over
or thrown away in this country each
year.

Like any humanitarian endeavor, the
gleaning system works because of coop-
erative efforts. Private organizations
and individuals are doing a great job—
but they are doing so with limited re-
sources. It is up to us to make some
changes on the public side and assist in
leveraging scarce dollars to help feed
the hungry.

One of the single biggest concerns for
gleaners is transportation—how to ac-
tually get the food to those who need
it. I am proud to say that with the help
of organizations like the American
Trucking Association, America’s Sec-
ond Harvest, and the Society of St. An-
drew, we are taking steps to ease that
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concern. Last year, I reintroduced leg-
islation, S. 283, which would change the
Tax Code to give transportation com-
panies incentives for volunteering
trucks to transfer gleaned food.

I am also proud to be an original co-
sponsor of S. 1885, the so-called FEED
Act, with my colleagues Senators LAU-
TENBERG and LINCOLN. The basic idea
behind this legislation is simple: Com-
bine food rescue with job training pro-
grams, thus teaching unemployed and
homeless adults the skills needed to
work in the food service industry.

It is astonishing that each year, ap-
proximately 20 percent of the food pro-
duced in this country mnever even
reaches a consumer’s table. With sup-
port from the FEED Act, community
kitchens across our Nation have the
potential to make good use of this food
and to serve more than 2 million meals
to those in need each year. In Char-
lotte, NC, the Community Culinary
School is already recruiting students
from social service agencies, homeless
shelters, halfway houses and work re-
lease programs who rescue food from
restaurants, grocers and wholesalers
and then prepare nutritious meals,
while receiving training for jobs in the
food service industry.

Hunger also affects far too many
children in our Nation. In fact, an esti-
mated 13 million children in America
are dealing with hunger. This is a trav-
esty that can and must be prevented.
As we know, when children are hungry
they can not learn, but the obvious
way to ensure that these children have
a hot meal—and therefore the potential
to do well in school—is through the Na-
tional School Lunch Program. It feeds
more than 28 million children in 100,000
schools each day. While the program
provides reduced price meals to stu-
dents whose family income is below 130
percent of the poverty level, State and
local school boards have informed me
that many families struggle to pay this
fee, and for some families, the fee is an
insurmountable barrier to participa-
tion. That’s why I am a strong sup-
porter of legislation to eliminate the
reduced price fee for these families and
to harmonize the free income guideline
with the WIC income guideline, which
is 185 percent poverty.

I am very proud that a five State
pilot program to eliminate the reduced
price fee was included in the reauthor-
ization of Child Nutrition and WIC in
2004. And this year, 13 of my col-
leagues, including the chairman and
ranking member of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, have joined me to
encourage the Appropriations Com-
mittee to include funding for this pilot
program. I look forward to working
with them on this important issue that
truly has the potential to alleviate
hunger for many American children
and to help ensure their success in
school.

In closing, I implore our friends on
both sides of the aisle—as well as the
good people throughout our great coun-
try—to join us in this heartfelt mis-
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sion—this grassroots network of com-
passion that transcends political ide-
ology and provides hope and security
not only for those in need today—but
for future generations as well.
——

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

MARINE CORPORAL CORY L. PALMER

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I would
like to set aside a few moments today
to reflect on the life of Marine Cpl
Cory L. Palmer. Cory epitomized the
best of our country’s brave men and
women who have fought to free Iraq
and to secure a new democracy in the
Middle East. He exhibited unwavering
courage, selfless devotion to his coun-
try, and above all else, honor. In the
way he lived his life—and how we re-
member him—Cory reminds each of us
how good we can be.

Cory was born to Charles and Danna
Palmer on May 10, 1984. He was the
youngest of three sons. After grad-
uating from Seaford High School in
2002, Cory studied computer engineer-
ing at West Virginia University for one
semester and then decided to join the
Marine Corps. Friends, family, and
school officials recalled Cory Palmer as
courageous yet humble, fun-loving and
adventurous, an all-around good per-
son. He viewed the Marine Corps as an
opportunity to gain life experience and
as a way to serve his country.

Cory was proud to be a member of
the Marine Corps 2nd Recon Battalion,
A Company, 1st Platoon. After his ini-
tial recruit training at Parris Island,
Cory underwent marine combat train-
ing at Camp Geiger, located in North
Carolina. He excelled in all of his mili-
tary training and graduated from snip-
er school, advanced sniper school, jump
school, combatant dive school and spe-
cial survival training school. For his
dutiful service, Cory had been awarded
the Good Conduct Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon, the Global War on
Terror Service Medal, the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the
Iraqi Campaign Medal, and the Combat
Action Medal.

Cory was on his second deployment
in Iraq. His death was caused by inju-
ries sustained when the humvee he was
riding in was hit by an explosive device
near Fallujah.

Cory was a remarkable and well-re-
spected young soldier. His friends and
family remember him as a kind-heart-
ed and mischievous young man who
loved the outdoors. Cory was an avid
sportsman and explorer who had
planned on going hiking and fishing
with his two older brothers, Thad and
Kyle, upon his return. Cory also had a
softer side that he wasn’t afraid to
show. He served as a mentor and role
model to his friends and even took the
time to hand-make gifts for his family.

As a youngster, Cory came to the
Governor’s Fall Festival in Dover that
I hosted as Governor and ran with
many of us in the 5-kilometer race that
kicked off the festival every year.
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When I visited Cory’s family in their
Seaford home a little more than a week
ago, they shared with me a photo of
Cory running in one of those races a
decade before his tragic death.

I rise today to commemorate Cory,
to celebrate his life, and to offer his
family our support and our deepest
sympathy on their tragic loss.

STAFF SERGEANT CURTIS HAINES

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with
the greatest pleasure that I rise today
to honor SSG Curtis Haines of Hope,
AR. He is a member of the Arkansas
Army National Guard’s Company A, 1-
153rd Infantry of the 39th Brigade Com-
bat Team based in Prescott, AR. For
his heroic service in Iraq, Staff Ser-
geant Haines was recently presented
the Soldier’s Medal for Bravery at a
ceremony in the Prescott High School
auditorium.

On May 6, 2004, at a military check-
point in Baghdad, a car bomb explosion
occurred. An Iraqi citizen was seriously
injured, on fire, and trapped in a burn-
ing vehicle. Without regard for his own
safety, Staff Sergeant Haines rescued
the man from his vehicle, carried him
to safety, and administered medical
aid. Because of his heroic actions, Staff
Sergeant Haines ultimately saved the
man’s life.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Staff Ser-
geant Haines on receiving this well-de-
served honor. Also, please join me in
thanking all of our brave men and
women in uniform for their service.
They risk their lives every day to pro-
tect our freedoms and deserve our re-
spect and support for the sacrifices
they have made and continue to make
for our country.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS NICHOLAS R. COURNOYER

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to U.S. Army PFC
Nicholas R. Cournoyer of Gilmanton,
NH, for his service and his supreme
sacrifice for his country.

Nicholas, also called Nick by family
and friends, grew up in Gilmanton and
was a graduate of the Guilford High
School class of 2000. On January 22,
2005, he answered a call to serve our
country during these tense and turbu-
lent times by enlisting in the U.S.
Army. He was sent to Fort Benning,
GA where as a member of an infantry
training battalion he successfully com-
pleted Infantry One Station Unit
Training, which combines in one loca-
tion basic training with advanced indi-
vidual training. Upon graduation, he
left for assignment in June 2005 with
the 2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division, Light Infantry,
Fort Drum, NY, where he served as an
infantryman. On August 11, 2005, he de-
ployed with his unit to Iraq in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Tragically, on May 18, 2006, this
brave 25-year-old soldier was killed in
action along with three of his comrades
and an interpreter when an improvised
explosive device explosion detonated
near their military vehicle during com-
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bat operations in the vicinity of Bagh-
dad in Iraq. His awards and decorations
include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple
Heart, Army Achievement Medal,
Army Good Conduct Medal, Iraqg Cam-
paign Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon, Combat In-
fantryman Badge, and Weapons Quali-
fication Badge.

Patriots from the State of New
Hampshire have served our Nation with
honor and distinction from Bunker Hill
to Baghdad—and Nick served in that—
fine tradition. Daniel Webster said,
“God grants liberty only to those who
love it, and are always ready to guard
and defend it.” Nick was a courageous
and dedicated volunteer who loved his
family and his country and was proud
of being a soldier. He served honorably
doing the job he wanted to do. This
generous, fun-loving young man had a
big heart and understood that the free-
doms and opportunities provided by
this Nation need continuous defense
and that they are among the most pre-
cious gifts he can give to his family
and loved ones.

My heartfelt sympathy, condolences,
and prayers go out to Nick’s parents,
Denis and Lenda, his sister Natalie,
and his family and friends who have
suffered this grievous loss. Because of
his devotion and sense of duty, the
safety and liberty of each and every
American is more secure. May God
bless PFC Nicholas Cournoyer.

————

WEIGHT GAIN PREVENTION IN
CHILDREN

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, one of
my great passions as a Senator has
been advocating for children and ad-
vancing initiatives that improve their
health and welfare. I wish to share
with my colleagues the results of a new
study, funded in part by the National
Institutes of Health, which reports on
two simple steps that can be taken to
counter a serious health crisis among
America’s youth.

The crisis is obesity among all ages
and most seriously among children.
The Journal of the American Medical
Association reported last month that
one-third of all children in the United
States are either overweight or dan-
gerously close to becoming so and, as a
result, are at increased risk of becom-
ing obese adults and developing diabe-
tes and other health problems.

A new ‘‘America on the Move Family
Study,” presented at the Pediatric
Academic Societies Meeting, April 30,
2006, provides the first clinical evidence
that overweight children can effec-
tively prevent additional weight gain
by making small changes to their daily
lifestyle. The study was conducted by
the University of Colorado at Denver
and Health Sciences Center, the pri-
mary research arm for America On the
Move Foundation, a national nonprofit
dedicated to helping individuals and
communities across the country im-
prove health and quality of life. This
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study was designed to evaluate wheth-
er overweight children could reduce
their risk of gaining additional weight
through a combination of increasing
physical activity and eliminating 100
calories a day from their diet.

In the study, investigators random-
ized 216 families with at least 1 over-
weight child to either a lifestyle inter-
vention group or a control group. Fam-
ilies in the intervention group were
asked to eliminate 100 calories a day
from their diet by emphasizing a reduc-
tion of dietary sugar and an increase in
physical activity by 2,000 steps daily.
Families in the control groups were
asked to monitor their diet and exer-
cise levels. After 6 months, signifi-
cantly more overweight children in the
intervention group maintained or re-
duced their percent body mass index,
BMI, compared to the self-monitoring
group, 67 percent versus 53 percent.

The results of this study are striking.
By taking two simple, common sense
steps—engaging in more physical activ-
ity and reducing caloric intake by
small amounts—families can help their
children control weight gain and re-
duce obesity. Such steps can have an
enormous impact on their health. I ap-
plaud this study for bringing this im-
portant message to the public’s atten-
tion.

————

REDUCE KIDS’ ACCESS TO GUNS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, research-
ers from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention estimate that 1.69
million children in the United States
live in households where firearms are
kept unlocked and loaded. Tragically
but not coincidentally, guns Kkill an av-
erage of nearly eight children and teen-
agers each day. In addition, the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund estimates that at
least four times as many are injured in
nonfatal shootings. The vast majority
of these shootings could be prevented if
safe gun storage practices were more
widely used.

Some parents believe that simply
educating their children about the dan-
gers posed by firearms is enough to
keep them safe. Unfortunately, this is
not the case. A new study shows that
parents who keep guns in their home
may have dangerous misperceptions
about their child’s familiarity with and
access to guns.

The study, which was conducted by
researchers from Harvard University
and the San Francisco General Hos-
pital, compared interview responses
from 201 families who have guns in
their homes. For each set of inter-
views, children were questioned sepa-
rately from their parents. More than 70
percent of the children interviewed for
the study said that they knew where to
find a gun in their home. Surprisingly,
39 percent of the parents who said their
children did not know the storage loca-
tion of their firearms were contra-
dicted by their children. Additionally,
22 percent of the parents who said their
children had not handled their guns
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